UNIX
			Communication in UNIX
finger:
finger is a program you can use to find information about computer users. It usually lists the login name, the full name, and possibly other details about the user you are fingering. These details may include the office location and phone number (if known), login time, idle time, time mail was last read, and the user's plan and project files. The information listed varies, and you may not be able to get any information from some sites.
finger username@node.domain
Replace node.domain with the appropriate machine and domain address, andusername with the name of the person or the person's username, for example:
  finger dvader@mentor.cc.purdue.edu

mesg:
The mesg command allows you control write access to your terminal by other users.
[bookmark: 02]Syntax
mesg [n|y]
Description:   The write command allows other users to send a message to your terminal session; the mesg command is used to toggle these messages on or off.
Options
	n
	Prevents the display of terminal messages from other users. This is like using a "do not disturb" sign.

	y
	Allows messages to be displayed on your screen.


If no option is given, mesg displays the current access state of your terminal.
[bookmark: 03]Examples
mesg y
Allow other users to send you messages.
write:
write sends a message to another user.
Syntax
write user [tty]
Description
The write utility allows you to communicate with other users, by copying lines from your terminal to theirs.
The traditional protocol for writing to someone is that the string ‘-o’, either at the end of a line or on a line by itself, means that it is the other person's turn to talk. The string ‘oo’ means that the person believes the conversation to be over.
Options
	user
	The user to write to.

	tty
	The specific terminal to write to, if the user is logged in to more than one session.


Examples
write hope
Write a message to the user hope. After entering this command, you will be placed on a blank line, where everything you type will be sent to the other user (line by line). Typing the interrupt character (CTRL-C, by default) will return you to the command prompt, and end the write session.


talk:
Chat with other logged-in users.
Syntax
talk person [ttyname]
Description
Talk is a visual communication program which copies lines from your terminal to that of another user, much like an instant messenger service. When first called, talkcontacts the talk daemon on the other user's machine, which sends the message
Message from TalkDaemon@his_machine...
talk: connection requested by your_name@your_machine.
talk: respond with: talk your_name@your_machine
to that user. At this point, he then replies by typing
talk your_name@your_machine 
Options
	person
	If you want to talk to someone on your own machine, then person is just the person's login name. If you want to talk to a user on another host, then person is of the form'user@host'.

	ttyname
	If you want to talk to a user who is logged in more than once, the ttyname argument may be used to indicate the appropriate terminal name, where ttyname is of the form 'ttyXX' or 'pts/X'.


Examples
talk hope
Talk to user hope.


wall:
wall writes a message to other users.
Syntax
wall [-n] [-t TIMEOUT] [file]
Description
wall displays the contents of file or, by default, its standard input, on the terminals of all currently logged in users. The command will cut any lines that are over 79characters to new lines. Short lines are white space padded to have 79 characters. The command will always put carriage return and new line at the end of each line.

Only the super-user can write on the terminals of users who have chosen to deny messages or are using a program which automatically denies messages.

Reading from a file is refused when the invoker is not superuser and the program issuid or sgid.
Options
	-n, --nobanner
	Supress banner

	-t, --timeoutTIMEOUT
	Write timeout to terminals in seconds. TIMEOUT must be positive integer. Default value is 300 seconds, which is a legacy from time when people ran terminals over modem lines.

	-V, --version
	Display version information and exit.

	-h, --help
	Display a help message and exit.


Examples
sudo wall message.txt
Using the sudo command to run wall as the superuser, sends the contents ofmessage.txt to all users.

news
Displays all news items distributed system wide. These items are  usually stored in /user/news or / var/news and set up by  the system administrator .     The news command is normally invoked by any  user  to  read  any  message that  is  sent  by  the  system administrator.
Command: news
Syntax:    $ news [options] [news item]
Description : Displays message to all the users.
 
Option:
-a         displays all of the news items
-s         displays the names of all of the news items.
-c         displays a count of all of the news items
 
Example:
A typical news item is stored in the file winner in  that directory.
$ cat  / user /news/winner
mail:
[bookmark: more]The Mail command in unix or linux system is used to send emails to the users, to read the received emails, to delete the emails etc. Mail command will come in handy especially when writing automated scripts. For example, you have written an automated script for taking weekly backup of oracle database. How to know the status of backup, whether it is succeeded or not? In this case, sending an email from the automated script at the end of the backup will be helpful in knowing the status.

The syntax of mail command is:


mail [options] to-address [-- sendmail-options]

The options of mail command are listed below:


-v : Verbose mode. Delivery details are displayed on the terminal.
-s : Specify the subject of the mail
-c : Send carbon copies of the mail to the list of users. This is like cc option in Microsoft outlook.
-b : Send blind copies of the mail to the list of users. This is like bcc option in outlook.
-f : Read the contents of the mailbox
-r : Specify the from address in send mail options.

Mail Command Examples - Sending Emails:

1. Sending sample email to user

The basic functionality of the mail command in unix or linux system is to send an email to the user.


echo "Mail body" | mail -s "Mail subject" to@example.com
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